Effect of certain trace elements on the mutagenicity of N-methyl-N'-nitro-N-nitrosoguanidine.
Tests have been carried out to detect inhibitory activity of various trace elements on mutagenesis induced by the carcinogen N-methyl-N'-nitro-N-nitrosoguanidine in Salmonella typhimurium strain TA100. Selenium has been found to be most active in this regard while copper has displayed moderate inhibitory ability. The action of selenium is mediated through an interaction resulting in rapid deactivation of the carcinogen.